
Circulars  

Trade 

02/06/2016    FRUCOM responds to Commission questionnaire on EU-Turkey trade 
negotiations 

The EU announced their ambition to launch to modernize the Custom Union with Turkey. In order to provide the 
Commission with an understanding of issues and interests of EU stakeholders in EU-Turkey trade, DG TRADE 
initiated a public consultation. FRUCOM issued a response to the questionnaire HERE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.frucom.eu/docs/Trade/DRAFT-FRUCOM_on_EU-Turkey_CU.pdf
http://www.frucom.eu/extranet/print/print_2.php?doc_id=1436&class_id=1&class_id_2=16


General Food Law 

27/05/2016    Chlorpyrifos conference call: updates by members/next steps 

Find below a short report summarising the outcome of the conference call which was held on 24 May. 

Objective of the call was: to hear from members about the position of their national authorities and to agree on 
next actions. 

Conference call – report: 

FRUCOM members’ updates on the developments at national levels: 

Netherlands: 

 On 23 May, NZV had a meeting with the Ministry of Health, and apparently the Ministry was not aware of 
the issues with chlorpyrifos and of any planned discussions at the Standing Committee on 16-17 June 

 The official of Ministry of Health has promised to discuss this matter with his colleagues from other 
relevant Dutch ministries/authorities before the Standing Committee meeting 

 NZV has also submitted a letter to the Health Ministry explaining the impact on industry caused by the 
reduction of the chlopryrifos MRLs and trade specificities. 

Remark: today we have been informed of the rumours that the Dutch authorities would have accepted raisins till 
10/8/2017. This is not correct. NZV stated that a period till 10/8/17 will help the importers. This and the whole 
issue chlorpyrifos will be discussed now between Ministry of Health, Economic Affairs, Dutch Food Safety 
Authority and EC. 

UK: 

 UK’s Government Minister has written a letter to Food and Drink Federation (FDF) acknowledging the 
problem; suggesting that UK enforcement authorities take sensible and proportionate approach, but 
without any concrete commitments 

 It is expected that there will be another letter from the UK authorities informing that conformity controls 
will not take place before the new crop become available 

 NDFTA continue communicating actively with other industry associations; a meeting has been scheduled 
with a national competent authority to take place in June. 

France: 

 French authorities are currently busy with other topics, such as dimethoate. A strong French position 
against dimethoate and glyphosate may impede the government to show flexibility on chlorpyrifos 

 FRUCOM member in France are currently in talks with French authorities over chlorpyrifos 

 No specific feedback is available so far. 

Germany: 

 In April, the German Ministry responded to the letter sent by Waren-Verein and other five associations 
saying that there will be no support for an extension of the transitional period; 

 BLL (Bund für Lebensmittelrecht und Lebensmittelkunde), the German umbrella association, in 
cooperation with other national associations (including Waren-Verein) sent another letter to the Ministry 
asking to extend a transitional period and providing some scientific evidence (letter was already 
circulated to FRUCOM members) 

 This week, the German Ministry provided some feedback by the phone regarding the second letter 
saying: 

o It recognizes the problem and promises to find an appropriate solution 
o It was not aware that the Commission was planning to discuss this issue at the Standing 

Committee in June 



o It has promised to check the approach presented by the BLL and to consult the federal institute 
for risk assessment in order to see if the ministry can support the BLL proposal from a health 
point of view 

 BLL prefers that solution should be found at the EU level rather than at Member States levels; Because 
in Germany the decision to whether control or not dried fruit for chlorpyrifos will be taken by every state 
(in Germany there are 16 states) 

 BLL with get in touch with the German Ministry before the EU Standing Committee on 16 June to see 
what is their position. 

Turkey: 

 In May, the Turkish Government wrote a letter to the Commissioner of DG SANTE asking to allow import 
of Turkish dried vine fruit produced from the previous years’ crops. 

FRUCOM update (including glyphosate): 

 Based on the latest information, the Commission is expected to discuss the chlorpyrifos issue at the 
Standing Committee on 16-17 June 

 The idea of the Commission is to see if Member States experts would agree to abstain from national 
target control measures on composite products (muesli, chocolate bars, etc.) 

 However, no legislative proposal is expected to be submitted for a vote, instead the Commission is 
planning to produce minutes from the meeting outlining the reached agreement (which will have no 
legislative power) 

 The Commission is currently mainly focused on the renewal of Glyphosate authorisation; this file became 
a priority, because glyphosate is widely used around Europe and the Commission is under pressure from 
the media, industry and other Member States; As consequence, chlorpyrifos dossier is not a priority for 
them; this proves that FRUCOM members should continue their communication with their national 
authorities to ensure the positive outcome of the June Standing Committee. 

FRUCOM actions: 

 It was agreed that FRUCOM will send a letter to the Commissioner office responsible for health and food 
safety requesting for an emergency meeting before 16-17 June; 

 If such meeting is granted, FRUCOM will ask some members to join this meeting. 

Communication with media: 

 It was agreed that FRUCOM national members will be responsible to respond to media requests on 
chlorpyrifos to better reflect the national sensitivities, but only if such requests are received 

 FRUCOM will produce a basic Questions and Answers document providing some general outlines of the 
issue. 

Participants: 

 Barbara Niemans, NZV (the Netherlands) 

 Franziska Mierke, Waren-Verein (Germany) 

 Richard Lawrey, NDFTA (UK) 

 Franck Lebas, SNFS (France) 

 Ece Tirkaz, Aegean Exporters Association (Turkey) 

 Osman Oz, Aegean Exporters Association (Turkey) 

 Anna Boulova, FRUCOM 

 Romans Vorss, FRUCOM 

Apologies from: R. Calcagni, J. Penning 

 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/commission/2014-2019/andriukaitis_en
http://ec.europa.eu/commission/2014-2019/andriukaitis_en


General Food Law 

19/05/2016    Update on chlorpyrifos (circulated by email on 19/05/2015) 

On 4
th

 may, Food Drink Europe had a meeting with DG SANTE, Mr. Flueh. The minutes of this meeting, kindly 
shared by FDE, are attached. 

On 12
th

 May, FRUCOM had a conference call with FDE, Eurocommerce and Foreign Trade Association to take 
stock and coordinate future actions. 

On 12
th
 May Anna Boulova had a phone conversation with the Deputy Head of the cabinet of SANTE 

Commissioner in charge of pesticides and with the Head of Unit responsible for pesticides, Mr. Flueh, to learn 
what they are planning to do. The information communicated is as follows: DG SANTE will have a discussion 
during the Standing Committee (experts of the Member States on pesticides, the same who unanimously 
approved the regulation 60/2016+ unit of Mr. Flueh) on 16-17 June. The idea of the Commission is to see if the 
Member States experts would at least agree to abstain from national target control measures on composite 
products (muesli, chocolate bars, etc, etc). At present, he has no solution to offer on imports of dried vine fruit and 
he is afraid there will be no solution. It is so because of the negative EFSA opinion and of the regulation adopted. 

This means that if there is no change, sultanas/raisins exceeding the new levels will not be allowed after 
10/08. 

When A. Boulova asked him whether the testing data/consumer risk calculations submitted by FRUCOM have 
any impact, he replied that he will have to evaluate this with his technical experts, but this is of little impact 
because of the prevalence of the EFSA opinion. 

When FRUCOM insisted on the devastating effect this will have on the producers and importers, he replied that 
chlorpyrifos is dangerous and has been removed in several countries. 

He intends to proceed with the publication of the minutes of the Standing Committee as quickly as possible. 
FRUCOM cannot be certain but it could eventually take the Commission 1-2 weeks after the Standing Committee 
to write the minutes. 

Recommendations: technically, nut much can be done, according to the Commission. Politically, even on safe 
substances (e.g. glyphosate) the discussion has become irrational and no one dares taking a strong standpoint. 

It should be recalled that the ones to take a decision are the Member States representatives, although based 

on the proposal by DG SANTE. So far, we have had feedback from a limited number of members as to the 
position of the national governments. 

In this context, we suggest the following: 

 We are in contact with the cabinet of the Commissioner asking for a meeting in advance of 16/06. 

 We will prepare a letter to the Commissioner, even if this is unlikely to change the situation. Please see 
FYI the question raised by the members of the European Parliament and the response of the EU 
Commissioner DG SANTE: strict implementation of regulation 60/2016. 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getAllAnswers.do?reference=P-2016-002812&language=EN 

 We will get in touch with the permanent representations in Brussels of the Member States in which there 
are no FRUCOM members, to share our documents in advance of the meeting. This is a time-consuming 
task with rather limited impact, but we are trying to exhaust all possibilities 

 We understand from DG SANTE that Turkey is taking action on political level, and would like to hear 
feedback on this. The Turkish association has asked us to share the letter with our membership which is 
attached; it stresses the need for commitment to the contractual obligations. 

 We propose to discuss these points during a conference call, with focus on what is the position of the 
Member States: we would like to hear from FRUCOM members what actions they are taking and 
which is the position of the national governments ahead of the meeting. The dates proposed are 
24/05 11.00, 24/05 15.00 or 25/05 15.00 Brussels time.  

 

http://www.frucom.eu/docs/Circulars/2016/Chlorpyrifos/27April/Feedback_meeting_4th_May_Chlorpyrifos.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getAllAnswers.do?reference=P-2016-002812&language=EN
http://www.frucom.eu/docs/Circulars/2016/Chlorpyrifos/27April/New_MRLs_for_Chlorpyrifos.pdf
http://www.frucom.eu/docs/Circulars/2016/Chlorpyrifos/27April/New_MRLs_for_Chlorpyrifos.pdf

